
  

Page 1 of 7 
Signed……………………………..             Date……………………….. 

 

 

Minutes of a meeting of STANFORD IN THE VALE PARISH COUNCIL                                                                                                                                                          

held on Wednesday 6 March 2024 at Stanford in the Vale Village Hall 

Present:    Cllr Middleton (Chair) Cllr. Austin (left 9.15) Cllr. Bowers (co-opted during meeting)  

  Cllr. Brooks  Cllr.  Dixon   Cllr.  Kent  Cllr. Lewis Cllr. Caul (VWHDC) 

  Claire Lewis (Clerk) 

5 members of the public                                                                                                                  

01/03/24 To receive apologies 

Cllr. Isaacs  

Cllr. Howes 

02/03/24 To receive Declarations of Interest from Cllrs on any agenda item 

  Cllr. Middleton – item 11 accounts for payment 

03/03/24 To receive, approve & sign as a true recor d, minutes of previous meeting 7 February 

2024 

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Austin 

SECONDED By Cllr. Kent 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted with the removal of the photo and noting the 

replacement bin on High Street 

All in favour  

04/03/24 To receive report of County Councillor 

Nothing received from Cllr. Ash.  

05/03/24 To receive report of District Councillor  

• VWHDC Planning has finally accepted that there are no newts at the QEII field – Cllr. Caul 

questioned why they could not accept the Quarry report (for their own application to OCC) 

demonstrating that there are no newts at Shellingford Quarry, which contains the body of 

water that VWHDC was concerned about. Cllr. Lewis confirmed that they have finally 

accepted this and Cllr. Caul was thanked for her help.  

• Boundary review – there are no proposed changes to Stanford in the Vale. There are 

proposed changes to Kingston Bagpuize, Faringdon and Thames Wards. 

• No update on Bow Road to Horsecroft footpath 

06/03/24 Questions/comments from Parishioners 

• A parishioner raised concerns about the roadworks and road plan for the S278 works on the 

A417, particularly the runoff into their property and the cycleway. It was noted that the 

plans provided to the Parish Council last week may not be the final plans for the road layout. 

The parishioner was advised to continue to speak to OCC highways and the Parish Council 

will support where it can. The Parish Council does not have powers to force changes.  

07/03/24 To consider applicants for the Casual Vacancy and to co -opt a new Councillor  

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Middleton 

SECONDED By Cllr. Brooks 
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IT WAS RESOLVED that Louise Bowers be elected to the Parish Council 

 

08/03/24 To receive report of Chairman inc. items for next agenda  

Nursery End transfer of public open space 
We have received a fresh set of documents from our solicitor. Note that this matter was delegated by Council to Cllrs 

Middleton, Lewis, Isaacs and Brooks (20/12/22), and we will review the materials in the next few weeks, with a view 

to concluding matters as quickly as possible. 

 

High Street Parking 
We have been contacted by residents about part of the High Street being cordoned off outside a property, 
restricting road width and parking (see correspondence). I have been to visit the property owner and there 
appears to be a discrepancy between Land Registry records, which show the area being outside the curtilage (and 
thus presumably public highway) and the information they have received from the county council, who believe 
the area is, in fact, not part of the public highway. I am awaiting a response from the resident so that I can take 
the matter up with the county council to attempt to resolve the confusion. 

 

Manorwood Homes 
Note that we have an online meeting arranged with Manorwood Homes to discuss the Old Mill Nursery Site on 
Tuesday 19th March at 8pm. 

 

Bus service 
We have had a complaint from a parishioner about delays to the X35 bus service (see correspondence). There has 
been a lot of disruption due to flooding near East Challow and, as the route goes all the way to Didcot, any hold-
ups along the route will impact the service to Stanford. There seems little that we can do directly but any 
suggestions are welcome. In the long term, and with the growth of the village, we could look at 
additional/improved bus shelters, but at some stops lack of pavement space may preclude this. 
 

In the meeting, the clerk reported a response via Bethia Thomas, OCC county councillor for Faringdon Ward, that 

delays are due to getting  private landowners to clear ditches and gullies, including the stream, on their properties. 

When this is done OCC will  have a better idea of further work that may be needed. 

 Action: Cllr. Caul will raise the following further actions that County might be able to do to alleviate the roads: 

• Road sweeping of the flood debris on the A417 

• Repair of the potholes on the Childrey Road, as this is the main diversion route  

• The arrangement of the barriers and traffic lights on the A471 to facilitate traffic flows avoiding the deepest 
flood water with hidden potholes 

 
Community Woodland 
I understand there was an encouraging meeting with the county council on the Community Woodland and the 
adjoining grassland (thanks to Cllrs Brooks and Isaacs for attending on our behalf). OCC plan to manage the 
grassland for net biodiversity gain and there may be opportunities for further tree planting with trees supplied by 
OCC. 
 

Street lighting 
I have had a complaint from a resident on Joyce’s Road about lack of street lighting and consequent safety 
concerns for older residents. I have suggested that residents might be able to provide some motion-sensitive, 
directed, ambient lighting at night to help matters (see correspondence). 

 

Councillor resignation 
I received yesterday Cllr Dabek’s resignation and thus we will need to start the process of co-option to fill the 
vacancy. We will also require a new chair for environment committee. 

 

09/03/24 To receive correspondence and Clerk’s Report  
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Correspondence – relevant copies are in the meeting correspondence folder  

1. The OALC and Community First February newsletters are in the folder. 
2. The daughter of an elderly couple on Huntersfield has been in touch to complain about Gigaclear damaging the 

phone lines on Huntersfield on 22 February, resulting in the loss of lines to 14 properties, which BT has not yet 
rectified.  I have let Mark at OCC Digital know. 

3. Cllr. Dabek resigned on 5 March. I will follow the casual vacancy process.  
4. I have signed and returned the Gigaclear Network Access Agreement.  
5. I have had great difficulty in obtaining the A417 roadworks plans from OCC or DWH, partly because they are not 

finalised. Plans are in the correspondence folder – the S278 agreement and surface finishes from OCC and the 
aids to movement plans are from DWH. The speed limit is discussed at agenda item 17.  

6. The PC’s nomination for a High Sheriff award was unsuccessful. 
7. I have had several phishing emails this month purporting to be from councillors.   Please be aware when you are 

replying to anything.  
8. TTROs in folder:  

a. Bow Road will be closed on 15 March for BT Openreach 
b. Bow Road will be closed from 11-15 April for resurfacing. 
c. Bow Road will be closed on 19 April for one day for surface sealing. 
d. The A420 will be closed between Buckland and the Kingston Bagpuize roundabout from 5am-6pm from 

28-30 April for surfacing work. 
e. The B4000 will be closed between Shrivenham and Ashbury from 5am-6pm from 11-15 April for 

surfacing work. 
f. The 6-month footpath closure from Cottage Rd-Van Diemans (for the construction work at Cottage 

Farm) has been extended by 2 months to May. 
 

Clerk’s report  

1. The maintenance person started to cut the ivy back on the telegraph pole on Church Green, as suggested at the 
last meeting.  He was stopped almost immediately by a resident, who objected and called Cllr. Middleton and I 
to complain.  

2. OCC consultation on its Vision Zero strategy is open for feedback https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/vision-

zero-stakeholders  
3. The six streetlights on the A417 between the Horse and Jockey and the Ware Road roundabout are still out – I 

am trying to get a contact at the LDNO to chase as it is now two months since first reported. 
4. The crossing gate 361/122 over the River Ock has been fixed  
5. Someone has been fly tipping domestic rubbish and rubble in the playpark bins and elsewhere weekly for the 

last month.  A parishioner saw it happening, approached the offender and told them to remove it. She warned 
them that any further tipping would be reported to VWHDC.  

6. I have ordered a replacement gate for the Millennium Green and will get Robbie to instal at a suitable time. 
7. The tennis box now has a new lock. I will check contents and contact local groups to help decide which 

equipment to buy/replace. There is still £750 of the S106 MUGA money available for this.  We also need to agree 
on a booking policy/process. 

8. A young parishioner doing his Duke of Edinburgh bronze has asked if he can do litter picking in the village as his 
voluntary activity. This will be an hour per week for 3 months. I can provide him with gloves, a picker and hi-vis.  

9. All Parish Councils can have a free portrait of His Majesty King Charles III – I have ordered ours. 
10. I have received a quote for £1008.36 ex. VAT for replacement of the wobbly bridge in the children’s playpark but 

have not yet placed the order. Cllr. Lewis is looking at alternatives.  
11. Recent application decisions: 

P23/V2779/A – Horse and Jockey signage and lights – GRANTED and underway 
P23/V2332/LDE and P23/V2333/LDE  – CLEUD Dixie Down Meadows - REFUSED 

  

10/03/24 To discuss planning applications:  

a. P24/V0345/DPO- Mill Farm – S106 discharge 

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Middleton  

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/vision-zero-stakeholders
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/vision-zero-stakeholders
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SECONDED By Cllr. Lewis  

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objections to this application. 

 

11/03/24 To approve Accounts for Payment 

 
ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Austin 

SECONDED BY Cllr. Kent 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the accounts be approved 
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12/03/24 To approve Monthly Statement of Accounts 

 
ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr.  Lewis 

SECONDED BY Cllr.  Middleton 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Monthly Statement of Accounts be approved. All in favour 
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13/03/24  To review Income and Expenses for FY 23/24 

 

 
 

14/03/24 To delegate the appointment of an internal auditor  

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Middleton 

SECONDED BY Cllr. Kent 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the appointment of an internal auditor be delegated to Cllrs. Middleton, 

Lewis and Isaacs 

15/03/24 To approve new Bank signatories 

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Middleton 

SECONDED BY Cllr. Bowers 

IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr. Kent and Cllr. Austin be added to the mandate  
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16/03/24  To agree the new rate of pay for the litter picker  

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Lewis 

SECONDED BY Cllr. Kent  

IT WAS RESOLVED to increase the litter picker wage to the Living Wage Foundation recommended 

wage of £12 per hour, effective from April. 

Action: Clerk to add item to April agenda to review rates of pay for maintenance contractors 

17/03/24  To approve wording of 30mph consultation survey for A417  

The survey will be in the next newsletter  

18/03/24  To approve S106 application towards costs for further QEII archaeology work  

OCC requires 2% trenching of the site = 25-30 trenches.  If anything is found, another 2% may be 

needed.  VWHDC has indicated that we may be able to apply for S106 for a percentage of the work.  

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Middleton  

SECONDED BY Cllr. Kent  

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Council applies for S106 funding. All in favour.  

19/03/24 To approve costs for protection mesh/matting for verges in village  

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Lewis 

SECONDED BY Cllr. Austin 

IT WAS RESOLVED that £1500 be allocated for a trial of matting on Huntersfield, to include matting, 

materials and labour.   

Action: Cllr. Lewis to send matting details to clerk. Clerk to implement. 

20/03/24 To agree a budget and grant applications for replacement teen shelter  

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Middleton  

SECONDED BY Cllr. Bowers 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Parish Council applies for S106 money to fund the replacement teen 

shelter. 

Action: Add agenda item to April to approve supplier for replacement fort. 

21/03/24 To approve submission of Asset of Community Value application  

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Middleton 

SECONDED BY Cllr. Brooks 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the submission for an asset of community value for the Horse and Jockey pub 

is delegated to Cllr. Kent and Cllr. Howes 

22/03/24 To approve any training requests  

None received 

23/03/24 To receive update on security cameras  

Action: Cllr. Kent to send details of camera to clerk.  Cllr. Kent to investigate signage.  

24/03/24 To receive update from the Public Works of Art working group  

Second meeting with Abi Brown scheduled for March. Looking at signposts, roundabout, play blocks, 

seats in River Meadow. Cllr. Burrows will join working group. 

25/03/24 To receive the report of the Millennium Green Trust  

AGM held in February. Cllr. Isaacs has taken over as chair and Cllr. Kent as treasurer. Large hole is 

developing on the back wall – PC will check lease for ownership. 

26/03/24 Provisional date of next meeting – Wednesday 3 rdApril  2024 

 27/03/24 Questions/comments from parishioners  

 

Meeting finished at 9.58pm 


