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Minutes of a Meeting of STANFORD IN THE VALE PARISH COUNCIL  

held on Wednesday 4th February 2026 at Stanford in the Vale Village Hall 

Present:  Cllr. Middleton (chair) Cllr. Foulkes  Cllr. Horrobin Cllr. Lewis  Cllr. Page  Cllr. Silk 

   Cllr. Evans (OCC)  

 

Claire Lewis (Clerk) 

 

1 member of the public 

 

01/02/26 To receive apologies 

  Cllr. Burls 

Cllr. Howes 

Cllr. Isaacs 

Cllr. Kent 

 

02/02/26 To receive Declarations of Interest from Cllrs on any agenda item 

Item 13 Cllr Lewis non-pecuniary interest  

Item QEII Cllr. Silk pecuniary interest 

  

03/02/26 To receive, approve & sign as a true record, minutes of previous meeting 7th January 2026 

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Silk 

SECONDED By Cllr. Page 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted. All in favour. 

 

04/02/26 To receive report of County Councillor  

Focus areas: 

1. Potholes and state of roads.   

o Two potholes at Shellingford Crossroads have been placed on emergency list  

o Reported before Wantage Mill – surface had lifted  

o Cottage Road – requested OCC to come out and review with a view to resurface 

2. Drainage and flooding 

o Sheards Lane – survey will be done in March 

o Church Green/Joyces Road 

3. School transport 

o Organized online meeting with cabinet member and parents of KA students 

4. Chasing OCC Highways for new 30mph sign for A417 outside River Meadow (using 

repurposed sign that can be wired into street light) 

5. Drawing up list of poor-quality footpaths: OCC agree to do Glebe Road 

05/02/26 To receive report of District Councillor  

  Cllr. Caul has resigned 

 

06/02/26 Questions/comments from Parishioners    
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Parishioner raised questions on QEII planning conditional discharge regarding drainage report. He 

has flagged his concerns to OCC as they are responsible for the bridleway affected. 

    

07/02/26 To discuss Planning Applications 

a. P26/V0117/AG – Stanford Park Farm - erection of agricultural workshop and store building 

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr.  Middleton 

SECONDED BY Cllr.  Silk 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Parish Council has the following comment:   

Stanford in the Vale Parish Council notes that the external appearance of the proposed agricultural 

workshop and small equipment store appears rather domestic/residential in design and scale, which 

is at odds with declared purposes of the building.  All in favour.  

b. R3.0013 to R3.0017/26 (OCC) - Stanford Primary School - conditions relating to planning permission 

R3.0087/24 for new school playing field 

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Middleton 

SECONDED BY Cllr. Silk 

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no comments to make on these matters.  All in favour. 

 

08/02/26 To receive report of Chair inc. items for next agenda 

o Thanks to Cllr Lewis for fixing the SID on Church Green. I will arrange to move it in due course 

and, at the same time, show any other interested councillors how to download speed data and 

move the signs.  

o I am looking for a volunteer to write the March parish council newsletter. We are finding that 

having several councillors taking on writing it has been beneficial in varying the content and 

giving some different perspectives, so please let me know if you would like to volunteer for the 

March issue.  

o From responses received, we’ll have an online meeting to discuss format of finance reporting 

from Scribe on Friday 6 February at 14:00. I will send an invitation and connection details.  

09/02/26  To receive correspondence and Clerk’s Report  

 Correspondence –  relevant copies are in the meeting correspondence folder  

1. Correspondence received regarding drug dealing/taking at the football club/recreation ground.  
2. Cllr. Evans has been able to resolve a long-standing issue with a manhole cover on the Ware Road 

roundabout. 
3. I have emailed OCC Highways regarding completion of the S278 works, including comments from a 

parishioner.   
4. The PC response to Steventon Reservoir was delegated to Cllr. Isaacs at the last meeting.  The response is in 

the folder.  
 

Clerk’s report  

1. VWHDC is issuing a Community Protection Warning letter to residents who have been placing large amounts 
of household waste in bins around village. Litter picker will report any further incidents. If the issue persists 
and they receive further strong evidence, they can escalate enforcement action accordingly. 

2. My email address is now clerk@stanfordinthevale-pc.gov.uk   The previous email address will route to the 
new.  The website is now https://stanfordinthevale-pc.gov.uk 

3. Planning Application for Waymarker Stones:  As VWHDC has been named as a landowner on the application 
and have received objections, this application will have to go to planning committee on 25th February.  The 
objections do not relate to District Council land. Action: Councillor to attend and speak to officer ahead of 
meeting.   

4. Floodlights – confirmed the floodlight timings with the football club. The pitch is on Tuesday and Wednesday 
from dusk until 9pm, MUGA every night from dusk until 9.30pm. Action: Cllr. Lewis will look at bills 

mailto:clerk@stanfordinthevale-pc.gov.uk
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5. Meeting scheduled with Highways Asset Response Team (HART) Monday 23rd February 2026 at 10am for a 
walk around the village. The HART team is “a dedicated and agile resource designed to deliver targeted 
improvements within local communities.”   They can do: 

• Street Furniture Cleaning 

• Pedestrian Safety Enhancements: Removing damaged railings, street furniture, and footway plates, and 
addressing associated surface deterioration. 

• Vegetation Management 

• Surface Debris Clearance 

• Visual Amenity Improvements: Removing outdated flyposting from street furniture  

• Street Clutter Reduction: Collecting and removing redundant barriers and signage  
Please let me know of anything you would like to be added to the list (on highways land) 
 
Update after meeting: HART team has cancelled meeting and will not reschedule. 
 
6. I have requested a change for the CCLA Cautious Multi-Asset Fund from income distribution to accumulation 

but am yet to receive the correct forms. 
7. Recent application decisions:  

a. P25/V1445/FUL - Cottage Farm - Proposed erection of 2 no. detached dwellinghouses - REFUSED 
  

 

 
10/02/26  To approve Accounts for Payment 

 
ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr.  Foulkes 

SECONDED BY Cllr.  Horrobin 

IT WAS RESOLVED to approve the accounts for payment. All in favour.  Action: Clerk to update 

descriptions to be more meaningful.  
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11/02/26 To approve Monthly Statement of Accounts 

 

 
ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Lewis 

SECONDED BY Cllr. Foulkes 
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IT WAS RESOLVED to approve the statement of accounts 

 

12/02/26 To approve budget for tree works at Nursery End  

 

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Silk 

SECONDED BY Cllr. Middleton 

IT WAS RESOLVED to increase the budget to £3700.  All in favour. 

 

13/02/26 To discuss email addresses for councillors 
 

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Lewis 

SECONDED BY Cllr.  Middleton 

IT WAS RESOLVED to spend up to £240 on setting up .gov.uk mailboxes for councillors on Zoho mail. 

All in favour.   

Action: Cllr. Lewis will set up councillor mailboxes 

Action: Cllr. Horrobin will review and update the IT policy for approval at the March meeting to 

ensure compliance with Assertion 10.   Cllr. Horrobin also volunteered to review the policy list and 

create an index of documents, owners and review dates. 

 

14/02/26 To discuss noise issues on Ware Road 

 

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Middleton 

SECONDED BY Cllr. Horrobin 

IT WAS RESOLVED to ask Cllr. Silk to write to the business park   

 

15/02/26 To review the annual playground inspection report  

Council received the annual report.  Action: Cllr. Lewis and Cllr. Page will look at prioritising 

requirements.  

 

16/02/26 To agree internal auditor for 25/26  

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Lewis 

SECONDED BY Cllr.  Horrobin 

IT WAS RESOLVED to appoint White Rose consultancy to perform the internal audit 

 

17/02/26 To review and approve internal financial controls policy and checklist  

ON THE RESOLUTION OF Cllr. Foulkes 

SECONDED BY Cllr. Horrobin 

IT WAS RESOLVED to accept the policy and checklist 

 

18/02/26 To receive a QEII planning update  

19/02/26 Provisional date of next meeting – Wed 4th March 2026 

20/02/26 Questions/comments from parishioners  

 

 

 

 

Meeting finished at 21.50 

 

 


